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On Sunday 9th April, in the fantastic weather and the fine setting of Horspath, Oxford, the Hertfordshire Blitz took place
where four teams battled it out for the first trophy of the year, the Fr. O’Hanlon cup. The competition was a league for-
mat with all teams playing each other before the top two teams competed in the final.

St. Colmcilles were joined by St. Dympnas, St. Vincents and hosts Eire Og, Oxford in competing for first Hertfordshire
title of 2017. Tommy McAndrew managed the Saints who looked the part as they were all kitted out in their new jerseys
supplied by sponsor ECS Group.

St. Colmcilles got off to a bit of a slow start in their first match against St. Dympnas as the strong winds saw a number of
shots fall wide but some tough defending and good possession meant that they were only a point down in the first half. St.
Dympnas kept the pressure on in the second half but the Saints started to get into their stride and goals from Doug Gal-
braith and Joe Deacy saw them take the lead. A couple of points saw that the result was secure and the St Albans team
was off to a good start. 2-3 to 0-3

Next up was Éire Óg and this time the Saints started the stronger of the two teams and a point from Jason Donnelly and a
goal from Connor Taggart saw them into an early lead. They scored another couple of points and looked comfortable for
the win until mid-way through the second half when Oxford broke free and scored a well taken goal. This left a nervy
final few minutes but St. Colmcilles saw the match out and virtually secured their final spot. 1-5 to 1-2

Finally, St. Colmcilles faced St. Vincents knowing that a win or draw for the Luton side would see them into the final.
However the Saints were hitting their stride and early goals from Jason Donnelly and Doug Galbraith  meant that this was
going to be a one way contest. St. Vincents kept going and scored a fantastic point after a brilliant run from their young
midfielder. The second half was all about possession and the Saints held on to the ball, controlling the game well and
working their scores brilliantly. Neil Gallagher even popped up with a goal to finish out the game. 5-6 to 0-1

The league results were as follows:
Éire Óg 0-7 – 0-4 St. Vincents
St. Colmcilles 2-3 – 0-3 St. Dympnas
St. Colmcilles 1-5 – 1-2 Éire Óg

St. Vincents 1-4 – 0-5 St. Dympnas
St. Dympnas 0-4 – 0-3 Éire Óg
St. Colmcilles 5-6 – 0-1 St. Vincents

...continued inside.



Before the Fr. O’Hanlon Blitz, the St. Colmcilles Senior Mens Team started their season in fantastic fashion as they won
their first league match in a tough encounter against St. Dympnas of Luton.

Cotlandswick was the venue, on a glorious sunny day, as the Saints took to the pitch for the first time in 2017, looking to
start strong and repeat their winning ways to make this season just as successful as 2016 was.

A strong team lined out for the match and this showed early on as the St Albans side started well and took an early lead. A
few early points from Joe Deacy followed by a well finished goal by Conor Carney and everything seemed on course for St.
Colmcilles. But it wasn’t all one-way traffic and the Luton side came back into the game with a few points of there own. It
was just before half-time though when they hit the back of the net and the scoreline was closer than the Saints would have
hoped. St. Colmcilles 1-06 - 1-03 St. Dympnas.

St. Colmcilles were determined to get back on top in the second half and they were soon pulling away on the scoreboard.
Points from Paul Dolan, Chris Griffin and Doug Galbraith saw them create a gap between the teams. Some fine defending
from James Power, Conor Luttrell, Mark Hayes and Warren Little in the St Albans back line meant that St. Dympnas
struggled to get any scores. A couple of dubious challenges from the Luton side saw the referee reaching for his yellow card
later in the match but the result had been decided at that stage. Final points from Brian Phelan and Man of the Match Joe
Deacy ensured the result. The final score St.Colmcilles 1-12 - 1-04 St. Dympnas.

St. Colmcilles: Gary McGwynne, James Thompson, James Power, Connor Luttrell, Mark Hayes, Brian Phelan(0-1), War-
ren Little, Doug Galbraith(0-1), Chris Griffin(0-1), Joe Deacy(0-6), Conor Carney(1-1), Gavin Walsh, Padraig Collins,
Paul Dolan(0-2), Aaron O’Byrne. Subs: John O’Dowd for Collins, Neil Gallagher for Dolan, Declan O’Shea for Luttrell,
David Breen for Thompson, James Thompson for Galbraith.

Next Up for the Saints is the visit of Glen Rovers of Watford on 23rd April 2017 at 2pm in Cotlandswick.
Hope to see you all there supporting the team!!

SENIOR MEN OFF TO A FLYING START
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This left the league table as follows:

That meant that St. Colmcilles would face the hosts, Éire Óg in the final as they finished with the best points difference
over the two Luton teams. With the sun beating down and the scorching heat, the final was always going to be about who
had the legs to kick on and keep going until the final whistle. The St Albans side started strongly and but for a few fantastic
saves from the Oxford keeper the match could have been over in the first half. Michael Logue and Doug Galbraith were
fantastic engines in the half-back line and constantly caused a threat as they came through the midfield going forward.
Credit to Éire Óg as they battled back and got a few points to keep within touch. However, some resilient defending and
great work from keeper Aaron O’Byrne meant that they didn’t get anything easy.

The second half however was all one way traffic as the Oxford side ran out of steam. Odhrán Gallagher and Chris Griffin
in midfield won everything that came their way and gave the team a great platform to build from. The Saints made their
possession count as they kept the ball well and worked some fine scores. Conor Lutrell, Shane Gill, Gavin Walsh and
Thomas Maloney all worked hard, up and down the field, to give options to those around them. St. Colmcilles ran away
with it and were deserving winners by a scoreline of 8-5 to 0-4.

Everyone gave everything they had from start to finish under the scorching sun and all have the sunburn to prove it. A few
notable mentions have to go to Neil Gallagher for being solid at the back and for his two goals, Player of the Tournament
Michael Logue, Doug Galbraith, Odhrán Gallagher and Chris Griffin for their constant work around the middle of the
park and some very fine scores and Conor Carney and captain for the day, Jason Donnelly for continually keeping the
scoreboard ticking over.

St Colmcilles: Aaron O’Byrne, James Thompson, Shane Gill, Thomas Maloney, Michael Logue(0-2), Conor Luttrell(0-2),
Doug Galbraith(3-0), Odhrán Gallagher(1-0), Neil Gallagher(2-0), Conor Carney(3-2), Jason Donnelly(4-8), Joe Deacy(1
-4), Chris Griffin(1-1), Gavin Walsh, Connor Taggart(1-0).

Played Won Draw Lost Points For Points Against Difference Points

St. Colmcilles 3 3 0 0 38 9 29 6

Éire Óg 3 1 0 2 15 16 -1 2

St. Dympnas 3 1 0 2 12 19 -7 2

St. Vincents 3 1 0 2 12 33 -21 2



PAGE 3WWW .STCOLMCILLES .CO .UK                    APRIL 2017

UNDERAGE TRAINING

The training for our underage teams, Under 6s, 8s, 10s & 12s boys
and girls, and 14s & 16s boys has now started. There have been fantas-
tic numbers in attendance so far and both the players and coaches are
enjoying being back.

The first blitz has also taken place which was held in Cotlandswick on
1st April. This was a great day and despite only having had one train-
ing session to prepare all teams played very which was a great start to
the year.

Training will take place on Wednesdays from 6.30pm for 1 hour. Our
registrars will be there so that players and families can renew their
membership for 2017 and to welcome new families and members to
the club.

Training will continue until the All Britain Competition on the 7th,
8th & 9th of July.

G IRLS TRAINING

After the success of the Gaelic 4 Girls program and the Under 14s
team last year, St Colmcilles plan to build on the girls side of the club
in 2017.

The girls training has also started back and there will be both, an Un-
der 14s team and an Under 16s team in 2017.

Training takes place on Monday evenings from 6.45pm to 7.45pm at
the St Albans Irish Club.

Already the girls have their sights set on the All Britain Competition
on the 7th, 8th & 9th of July where they will be hoping to be success-
ful once again.

SENIOR LADIES ’  PRE-SEASON

The Senior Ladies’ team are getting ready for the start of their
season in the next few weeks.

The Glo-Herts season starts on the 23rd April for the ladies as
they take on Western Gaels of Bristol in Horspath, Oxford in
the first match of the league.

All of the scheduled fixtures can be found on the back page in
the Dates for your Diary section.

The Sinners will be looking to retain all 3 trophies that they
won last year and possibly even go one step further in the All
Britain Championships.

Hope to see you all supporting the ladies as they get their sea-
son up and running!



APRIL & MAY F IXTURES & FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Easter Sunday 16th April 2017

St Albans Irish Golf Society - Ireland v England Day 22nd April 2017 - 10am

Senior Ladies v Western Gaels, Bristol (Horspath) 23rd April 2017 - 12pm

Senior Men v Glen Rovers (Cotlandswick, St Albans) 23rd April 2017 - 2pm

Oxford Ladies Tournament (Horspath, Oxford) 29th April 2017

Oxford Club Day - Under 6s, 8s, 10s & 12s Blitz 1st May 2017

Senior Ladies v Claddagh Gaels (Sundon Park, Luton) 3rd May 2017 - 7.30pm

Senior Men v Cambridge Parnells (Cambridge) 7th May 2017 - 2pm

Senior Ladies v Éire Óg, Oxford (Cotlandswick) 10th May 2017 - 7.30pm

Under 6s, 8s, 10s & 12s Blitz (Waltham Cross) 13th May 2017 - 2.30pm

Senior Ladies v St. Colmcilles Cardiff (Horspath) 14th May 2017 - 2pm

Senior Ladies v Glen Rovers (Radlett Road, Watford) 17th May 2017 - 7pm

Senior Men v Éire Óg, Oxford (Horspath, Oxford) 31st May 2017 - 7pm

St. Colmcilles Golf Day T.B.C. (June 2017)

All Britain Competition - All Youth Teams 6th-9th July 2017

St. Colmcilles Cúl Camp T.B.C. (August 2017)

St. Colmcilles End of Year Presentation Night 25th November 2017

CONTACT

Are you interested in joining the club
or getting involved?

Check out our online sites listed
above.

Or

Contact James, Club Public Relations
Officer, on 07827573824 or at
jthomps@tcd.ie.

SHOP ONLINE NOW AT WWW .ONEILLS .COM

LAST MAN STANDING COMPETITION

The Last Man Standing Competition is nearing the end. Our premier league prediction game where entrants aim
to pick a winning each week until they become the last man or woman standing and win £500.

109 people entered our LMS Competition meaning that, after prize money, we have raised £590 for the club. A
massive thank you to all of you who have entered the competition and continue to support the club in a fantastic
way!!

Out of the initial 109 entrants there are just 5 people competing to be the Last Man or Woman Standing. Best of
luck to all of you this weekend!

ALSO CHECK OUT THE CLUB

ONLINE:

· www.stcolmcilles.co.uk

· @stcolmcillesgac

· fb.me/stcolmcillesgac

· fb.me/
stcolmcillesladiesgaelicfootballteam

· www.oneills.com/shop-by-team/
gaa/united-kingdom/st-colmcilles-
gac


